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though with some few exceptions perhaps in his own trade. But should some philosopher, for the advancement of truth and knowledge, assure this cobbler, " That his honesty was mere prejudice and habit, be-" cause he had never sufficiently considered the rela-"tion and fitness of things, nor contemplated the " beauty of virtue; but that, if he would carefully "study the Characteristics, the Moral Philosopher, " and thirty or forty volumes more upon that subject, " he might then, and not till then, justly call himself " an honest man ;" what would become of the honesty of the cobbler after this useful discovery, I do not know : but this I very well know, that he should no longer be MY cobbler.
I shall borrow him in two instances more, and then leave him to his honest, useful, homespun prejudices, which half-knowledge and less reasoning will, I hope, never tempt him to lay aside.
My cobbler is also a politician. He reads the first newspapers he can get, desirous to be informed of the state of affairs in Europe, and of the street-robberies in London. He has not, I presume, analysed the interests of the respective countries of Europe, nor deeply considered those of his own: still less is he systematically informed of the political duties of a citizen and a subject. But his heart and his habit supply those defects. He glows with zeal for the honour and prosperity of Old England; he will fight for it, if there be occasion, and drink to it perhaps a little too often, and too much. However, is it not* to be wished that there were in this country six millions of such honest and zealous, though uninformed, citizens ?